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FR. GARGOTTA’S GALAXY 
        As we approach Lent, the question arises, “What 
should I give up for Lent?” Often, we do not think of 
doing something more for Lent. In essence, when we 
do something more, or extra, or charity, or more 
prayer, or take our responsibilities more seriously, we 
are in essence fasting. In order to ‘do more’ we have 
to ‘give up’ something else to have the time and 
energy to do more. The reality is that we should do 
both. We should fast from food or something we like 
as a form of self-denial like our Savior Jesus denied 
His very self for us. We should do more of something 
to increase our participation in living as Jesus did, not 
for our self but for others and for the Kingdom. In 
Medjugorje, Our Blessed Mother gave us five ways to 
incorporate this continuously in our life. She calls it 
five stones against evil. Just as David came at Goliath 
with five stones and defeated him, when we practice 
these five ways, or use these five stones, we not only 
defeat evil, but we focus on becoming like Jesus and 
participate naturally in building the Kingdom. The 
five stones are: 

1. Prayer - when we pray, we first give up some 
self-centered desires to spend time in 
relationship with God. The more in 
relationship we are with God, the more we 
defeat evil.  

2. Fasting – giving up a food we like, or foods, 
or some type of entertainment. This takes the 
focus off of our self, and satisfying our own 
desires, and allows us to focus on other’s 
needs. As we feel the hunger or miss the 
satisfaction of what we gave up, we become 
one with those less fortunate and we can build 
the Kingdom more by focusing on what they 
do not have giving our self an opportunity to 
help them and or pray for them. Evil does not 

like our concern for others more than our self, 
and evil is defeated.  

3. Reading the Bible – just like prayer, the more 
we read the Bible, we get to know Jesus 
personally. The Bible is the Word of God the 
Father, which became flesh for us in Jesus 
Christ. So reading the Scriptures is getting 
into the total mind and heart of Jesus. Evil 
does not want us to know Jesus, so the more 
we know Jesus the less we listen to evil.  

4. Confession – the acknowledging of our sins 
and admitting them. When we admit our sins 
out loud and seek forgiveness, we take 
ownership. Once we have ownership of our 
wrongs, we can make them right. Correcting 
our wrongs, our sins, defeats evil.  

5. Eucharist – When we feast on Jesus’ Body 
and Blood, we are nourished by the Son of 
God. We have the Son of God in us in a 
substantial way. Just like our normal food, we 
are what we eat, when we feast on Jesus, we 
can become like Him and defeat evil.  

This Lent, consider these five ways to fast, do more, 
built the Kingdom, and defeat evil.  
Due to the busy Christmas season, Fr. Tony did not 
have an opportunity to write an article this month. I 
am sure he wishes all of his brothers a very Happy 
and Healthy New Year. Remember “Christ has no 
hands or feet on earth, but mine.”  

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

Dear Brothers, 
 
I hope all are well.  Every day we are a day closer to 
spring. 
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The Knight at the Races was a tremendous success.  
Many thanks go to chairman, Tim Jacob, for the time, 
effort and hard work he put into the event. Thanks 
also to everyone who played a part in helping with the 
Race, including the kitchen brigade, the window 
workers, the folks who did a great job selling the 
“chances” and 50/50 tickets and the bartenders. 
Thank you one and all! 
 
Beginning in March we will be moving our meetings 
to Biedenbach Hall on the St. Bernadette campus.  All 
future activities will take place there. Brother Mike 
Jacob is in the process of building a storage room for 
us in the hall.  At the February 26th meeting, we will 
clean out the cupboard at the Garden City Fire Hall 
and move our items over to our new space. All 
Brothers who have keys to the Garden City Hall 
MUST return them to me NO LATER than February 
26th. 
 
On Tuesday, February 6th, we hosted the Chapter 
Meeting in Biedenbach Hall. Supreme has made some 
significant changes which will be shared with you at a 
further date. 
 
Meeting dates are as follows: 
Mon. 2/12 reg. mtg. @ 7:30 p.m. 
Mon. 2/19 officers mtg. @ 7:00 p.m. 
Mon. 2/26 reg. mtg. @ 7:30 p.m. 
Mon. 3/12 reg. mtg. @ 7:30 p.m. 
Mon.  3/19 4925 Inc. Board of Directors meeting 

@ 7:00 p.m. 
Mon   3/26 reg. mtg. @ 7:30 p.m. 
Please attend our meetings.  We need your input and 
help! Please recruit and have a form 100 with you at 
all times!!! 
 
Vivat Jesus 
Pete 
 
TREASURER’S GALAXY 
          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio will present 
the following report at the February 12, 2018 
meeting:  $19,989.87 prior bank balance, $13,938.00 
income, $8,932.82 expenses, $24,995.05 balance, 

$2,632.04 committed funds, $22,363.01 funds 
available.   
 
The Bishop’s Project fund stands at $2,177.50. This 
amount does not include any donations that were sent 
directly to the Bishop’s Project Office. The new year 
began on March 1, 2017 and our goal is $10,002. 
According to the records at the Project Office, our 
council has $4,833 credited to us through January, 
2018.   
 
Please consider volunteering for our Penny Drives, 
Tootsie Roll Drives, and Christmas Seal Drive when 
they are scheduled. Also, please consider making a 
generous individual donation to the fund.   
 
Over the past month, the Council made the following 
donations to our charities: $500 – James Boehm – 
donation; $1,012.28 Robert Condrac –  
Christmas Basket Fund; $500 – St. Bernadette’s – 
heating part. This makes our total for the 2017-18 
fiscal year $8,499.28. This total does not reflect any 
Bishop Project funds.  
 
KNIGHT AT THE RACES RECAP 
          The second Annual Knight at the Races was 
held at The Lourdes Center on January 19, 2017. As 
was the case last year, this year’s event was a rousing 
success. There were more than 300 people in 
attendance who enjoyed snacks, a nice meal, beer, 
wine, mixers and the horse races. The chairman of our 
Knight at the Races, Bro. Tim Jacob, did a fantastic 
job of organizing and coordinating the event. As 
noted in the Grand Knight’s report above, many 
thanks to all those who helped in any way to make 
this event the success that it was. Last year’s event 
raised over $8,000 for our treasury. While all of the 
income and disbursements have not yet been 
tabulated, it would appear that this year will be 
equally as successful (if not more so). What a great 
and fun night this was! 
 
TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 
          There will be two more collections scheduled 
for the second half of our fiscal year. These will be 

scheduled by our chairman, Bro. Greg 
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Blake. If you are able to provide some help when 
these are scheduled, please contact Bro. Greg at 412-
609-4211 or email toMelgregjoel1700@verizon.net  
 
FOOTBALL SWEEPS TICKETS 
          All of the money we are to receive from the 
sale of the Football Sweeps Tickets has not yet been 
received. However, it appears that the Council will 
make around $1,100 this year. We were able to sell 
204 tickets. Thanks to our chairman, Bro. Kurt Kmetz 
for handling the job and a big thank you to those 
brothers who sold/bought tickets.              
 
COLOR CORPS 
          If you are a 4th degree Knight, please give 
consideration to becoming a member of the color 
corps. The leader of the corps is our own Bro. Joe 
Burke III and he wanted to make sure that all of you 
are aware that the corps is available for the wake and  
funeral of all brothers who have reached the 
Knighthood (old 3rd) degree and the Patriotism (old 
4th) degree as well as their spouses. The corps is 
looking for members to join the corps. The date for 
the change-over to the new color corps uniform has 
been extended to June 30, 2019. If you are interested, 
please contact Bro. Burke 412-736-3673 or email 
jpburkeIII@verizon.net  
 
Upcoming Color Corps events include: Feb. 14, 2018 
at 12:30 pm at the Aspinwall VA Campus for the 
National Salute to Veteran Patients; Feb. 16, 2018 at 
12:30 pm at the Oakland VA Campus for the National 
Salute to Veteran Patients; June 3, 2018 at 9:30 am at 
the Meadow Lands Double Tree Hotel for the 4th 
Degree Exemplification; Sep. 22, 2018 at the 
Sheraton Station Square for the Ladies of Charity 
National Assembly; Oct. 6, 2018 at the All Saints 
Council #6118 in Swissvale for their 50th Anniversary 
Mass & Dinner Dance; and, Oct. 14, 2018 at 10:30 
am at Madonna Del Castello Church in Swissvale for 
the St. Simeone Mass & Italian Festival.  
 
OUR INSURANCE AGENT 
          Geoffrey Crowe has been assigned to our 
council. He was present at our Jan. 22, 2018 1st 
degree 

exemplification. Geoff is a member of Council 4242. 
He is well versed in fraternal affairs having served as 
a District Deputy and all of the chairs on the Council 
level. He can be reached at 412-915-5217 or email to 
Geoffrey.Crowe@kofc.org Bro. Crowe is readily  
available to help brothers fill their insurance and 
financial needs. Bro. Crowe has been in touch with 
many of our brothers over the past couple of months 
to help them with their insurance/financial needs. The 
only thing that keeps the Council from being a Star  
Council is the fact that we do not have enough 
members purchasing insurance and/or annuity  
products from Supreme.  
 
CHRISTMAS SEAL DRIVE 
          Our co-chairmen, Bro. Bernie Alfer and Bro. 
Joe Gurski are extended a huge thank you from the 
Council for their efforts in getting the seals to all of 
the churches. A big thank you is also extended to all 
those brothers who passed out the seals at our 
churches. The seal drive is the major event that helps 
us to reach our annual goal to the Bishop’s Project. 
Hopefully, all of our brothers have made a personal 
donation to the project! If you have not sent in your 
envelope with a donation, please consider doing so 
this month to help us reach our goal. 
 
PENNY DRIVE  
The decision has been made to move our annual 
Penny Drives from the fall to the spring. No dates 
have been set yet, but they should be coming up soon.   
 
WEB SITE 
          WWW.KofC4925.ORG is our new website.  
Take a look at what’s available on-line to see what’s  
available to help with communication and for 
reference use by the general public and Brothers of 
Council #4925.  Add your Prayer Requests at any 
time; have access to the Compass, our newsletter, 
including past editions; have access to our past – the 
legacy that is our foundation; link to sites of interest.  
The News & Announcements and the Events Calendar  
will be updated and change regularly so bookmark 
this site so you may visit it regularly.  You can pull up 
copies of past issues of The Compass dating back to 

2006. The site will continue to evolve 
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into a volunteer scheduling and, perhaps even to 
allow dues payment on-line. More to come! 
 
DUES NOTICE 
          Dues notices for 2018 have been mailed by the 
Financial Secretary, Bro. John Prazenica. Many 
brothers have already responded with their dues of 
$24. For those who have not responded, please mail 
your dues to Bro. John as soon as you can.  
 
GOOD AND WELFARE 
          The Council held a 1st degree on Jan. 22, 2018 
and we welcome new brothers, James Saint and Mark 
Nelko into the fold. We look forward to them 
becoming active members in our council.            
 
The Council has recently received 10,000 more 
Christmas & Easter Magnets and they are available 
for purchase. If you would like to make a purchase, 
please contact our chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach 
at 412-915-9075 or email to schnels0827@gmail.com   
 
The Council received a thank you note from the 
Ladies of Charity for our Christmas Baskets. We also 
received a thank you and Christmas card from the 
People Concerned for the Unborn Child and the 
Woman’s Choice Network.  
 
The Council Financial Secretary, Treasurer and 
Trustees have completed the semi-annual audit of our 
financial records and all has found to be in order.  
 
The Council played host to the Chapter Meeting on 
Feb. 6, 2018 at Beidenbach Hall. Bro. Tim Jacob was 
honored with the Chapter Family of the Month 
Certificate. Congratulations are extended to Bro. 
Jacob.  
 
Bro. Bob Condrac, chairman of the Christmas Basket 
Project, is happy to report that we were able to help 
71 families this year at a cost of around $2,550.  
 
At the Jan. 8, 2018 meeting a motion was made to 
increase our scholarship in the TAP from $250 to 
$500 per student. The motion also included the 
adding of 

grandchildren to the application process. The motion 
was passed unanimously. This means that any brother 
who is a father or grandfather, who is of the 3rd 
degree and paid up in dues, may make an application. 
The Council will continue to award 5 scholarships a 
year.  
 
As noted in the Grand Knight’s report, the Council 
will be moving the monthly meetings to Beidenbach 
Hall beginning with the Mar. 12, 2018 meeting. Due 
to the changing of the Sunday Evening Mass from 
7:00 pm to 6:00 pm, the Youth Group is able to move 
their meetings from Monday Evenings to Sunday 
Evenings. Thus, the hall became available for our 
meetings.  
 
Bro. John Prazenica won the 50/50 at the January 8, 
2018 meeting. He received $47.   
 
The following Council Brothers passed away during 
the month of February: Harry Steffinino – 2/1/73; 
Joseph Matesa – 2/1/07; Rev. Edward Luteri – 2/2/05; 
James Finley – 2/4/00; Anthony Raffaele – 2/4/05; 
Romeo Rosseti – 2/13/98; Stanley Kowalski – 
2/14/90; Samuel Cosentino – 2/16/11; Angelo 
Glorioso – 2/23/08; Lee Smart – 2/24/98; Nicholas 
Mignogna – 2/24/02; and Victor Peluso – 2/27/03. 
Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may 
perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and 
the souls of all of our dearly departed brothers rest in 
peace. 
 
SICK LIST: Dave Fennessey, Steve Prazenica, Jeff 
Otte, Lyndsey Wengrzyn, Mike Kelly, Marilyn Hart, 
Jim Marshall, Dom DiNinno, Joe Gurski, Mike 
Marney, Sr., Jane Bobich, Tricia Stevens, Phil Good, 
Camille Cash, Craig Wilmotte, and Ross Zappa.     
 
DECEASED: Tess Waligura, Joe Weber, Ed Jagr, 
Ruth Curl, Mary Papso, and Carol Marney.   
          So, that is it for this month brothers! Don’t 
forget to attend the meeting on February 12, 2018 and 
Feb. 26, 2018.  
Wishing all of our brothers a meaningful Lenten 
Season!    

  Vivat, Jesus – Paul 


